to 
1é 
le 
id 


tT 


ly 


~ 
a 


en 

ke 
rer 
‘lf, 
1at 


R are 








The. Prompter. 


CLXX. 


4 





Never, as yet, was Wight fo well aware, 
But, firft or laft, was trapt, in Woman's SNARE. 


SPENCER. 





TUESDAY, JUNE 22. 1736. 





To the PROMPTER. 


2AM a fmoaky old Fellow ; 
m by Trade a a 
¢ worth twenty thoufand 
. Pounds, and no Incumber- 
€ ance upon it, but a baxd- 
¢ fom Daughter: for my 
c Wife died a long while ago; 
and made it her Requett, 
cow on her Death Bed, that I 
© never wou’d marry again; For ({aid fh) you are 
© of aTemper— ; and {fo forth: the meaning whereof 
© is, that t us'd to be a little crofs-grain'd, and fhe 
€ thought that Two Patiext Wives {eldom fall to the 
¢ Lot of One, Englhh, Husband,——aBut, let all 
¢ That pafs; whatI write to youabout is, my Daugh- 
© rer, —— It is impoffible to tell you how much 
© Money fhe has coft me é2 Drejfixg like the Rejt of 
© the World, fo fhe calls running, as faft as her Fancy 
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can carry her, out of one fantaftical Fa/viox, into 
Another. Well, I got her at lait into the 
Country ; and there, with the Help of her Grand- 
mother, had fully perfwaded her (as I thought) 
into a decent, and ftedfaft Belief, what a Vawity 
there is, ix thefe Changes of Fafbions: For, her 
Grandmother and I Both, had convinced her, that 
there had never been fuch light Doings, rill lately : 
but, that Working, and Reading, were, in old 
Times, the Fize Ladies Fafhions : {o thar, in fhort, 
fhe had refolv’d to grow afham’d of her Fooleries, 
and {pend all this Summer in ttudying Hollizg/bead’s 
Chronicles ; which I bought for her, on purpofe 
that fhe might know, how Things went, in the 
Days of Queen Befs,and (for aught{ know) before 


her. 





© You muft obferye, I defir’d her to write me 
¢ word, oncea Week, what Improvements fhe made 
© inher Learning: and I had anodd {ort of a Letter 
© from her, laft Poft, with an Abfpract, as fhe calls 
© ir, that has put me into an extraordinary Vitofgrave 
° Thinking for (to be plain) the pert Bag- 





gage laughs in my Face; 1 fee That, clear enough, 
in her Letter——eeand, if This is a true Abftrad, 
which you have, as fhe fent it, pray help me to find 
out an Anfwer for, methinks, Thofe old En- 
olith Folks were o graver than we are: and there 
may be fomewhat, (at this Rate) perhaps, in the 
Air of our Climate. Pray advife yours, 


(at &c.) 


Abftradé from Hollingfhead (for my Pappa’s Exa- 
mination) concerning the Drefles of Ladies, and 
Gentlemen, in the fober Reign of Queen Eliza. 
beth. | 
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” N Author endeavouring fometime to write 
- of our Attire, made {undrie Platforms for 
“* his Purpofe, fuppofing, by fome of them, to find 
“ out one ftedfatt Ground whereon to build the 
“ Summe of his Difcourfe. But, in the End, when 
“ he faw what a dificult Piece of Worke he had 
*“ taken in hand, he gave over his Travell; and only 
“ drew the Picture of anaked Man, unto whome he 
“ gavea Pairof Shearesin one Hand, and a Piece 
of Cloath in the other; to the End he thou’d 
“¢ Shape his Apparell after fuch Fafhion as Himfelf 
“ beit liked; {ince he cou’d find no kind of Gar- 
“* ment that cou’d pleafe him any while together : 
* and This hecalled an Englifhman. 


“ Cerres, this Writer fhewed himfelf herein 
“ not to be altogether void of Judgment: {ince the 
“* fantaftical Follies of our INation, (even from 
“* the Courtier, to the Carter) isfuch, thatno Form 
“of Apparell liketh us, fo long as the Garment 
* wou'd continue in wearing : but it is laid afide, to 
“ receive tome new Trinket, deviled by the fick/e- 
“ beaded. 


“ For my part, I can tell better how to inveigh 
“againtt this knormity, than defcribe any Certainty 
“ ot our Attire; fince fuch is our Mutabilicy, thar, 
“ "Today, there is none like the Spazi/b Guile, —— 
"Tomorrow, the French Toys are moft fine and de- 
© leXable.—Then, no fuch Apparell as That which 

“- 
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is after.the High German Fafhion.—By and by, 
the Turki/b Mann@ is beft liked of. ——— Anon, 
the Mori/co Gowns the Barbarian Siceves 
——and the fhort Frexch Breeches, make fucha 
Comelie Vefture, that (exceptit were a Dog in a 
Doubler) you fhall not fee any, fo difguifed, as 
are my Countriemen, of England. 
’ 





“ Anp, as thefe Fa/hions are diverfe, fo likewife 
it is a World to fee the Coftlinefs and Curiofity, 
the Excefs, and the Vanity, the Pompe and the 
Braverie, the Ficklenefs and the Folly, that is, in 
all Degrees: infomuch that nothing is more con- 
ftant, in England, than Inconttancy of Attire. 
Oh! how much Coft is beftow'd upon our 
Bodies, and how little upon our So#/s! Fiow long 
Time do we wafte in decking up the One, and 
how {mall a Space do we allow, to provide Fur- 
niture for the Other! 





“< How curious and nice are a Number, of Men 
and Women! and how hardly canthe Taylor pleafe 
them !—many Times muft he have it fent back 
again. ‘Then, what chafing! whar fretting ! what 
reproachful Language, doth the poor Workman 
bear away! And, many Times, he doeth nothing 
to it at all, yet, when It is brought home again, 
It is very fit, and handfome.—Then muft the long 
Seams of our Hofé be Sett, by a Plum-Line.— 
then we puff, then we blow, and, finallie, {wear, 
that our Clothes may {it well upon us !—I will fay 
nothing of our Heads—tho’ fometimes, they are 
polled, fometimes curled, fometimes fuffered to 
grow out, in Length, like Veomen’s Locks : 
fometimes, cut off, above, or urtder,. the Ears, 
all round, by a woodden Di/b.—Neiher will I 
meddle with the Variety of our Beards, of which 
fome are fhaven from the Chin, like thofe of the 
Turks, fome cut fhort, like to the Beard of Mar- 
quifs Otto; fome cropt, round, like a Rubbing 
Brufh: others, with Pigve de vant (O fine Fa- 
fhion!) now and then, fuffer’d to grow, Long : 
the Barbers being now become fo Cunning, in 
this Behalf, as the Tailors. And, therefore, if a 
Man hath a lean, or ftreight, Face, a Marqui/s 
Otto’s Cut will make it broad, and Large.—If it 
be a Face, like a Platter, then, a long, flender, 
Beard, will make it fafhionablie narrowcer.——If he 
be Weafil-beck'd, then, much Hair lett on the 
Cheeks will make him look big, like a bowdel’d 
Hen, and as grim asa Goofe, 


“ Some luftie Courtiers alfo, and Gentlemen of 
Courage, doe weargeither Rings of Gold, Stone, 
or Pearle, in their Ears: whereby they imagine 
the Workmanfhip of God to be not a little amend- 
ed. But, in all This, they rather difgrace, than 
adorn, their Perfons: For which Lightnefs in Ap- 
parell moit Nations do, not unjuttlie, deride us ; 
as alio for that we do imitate all Nations round 
us. 


< In WomeEN alo, it is moft to be lamented, 


* that they do far exceed the Lightnels of our Mex 


(who neverthelefs are transformed trom the Cap 
to the Shoe)——And fuch flaring Attire as in 
Times paft was efteemed meet tor Light Huffies 
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owl}, is now become 


Matrous. 
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© Wuart fhou’d I faie of 6ur Women’s Doublets 
with pendent Codpeetes onthe Breait, full of Jars, 
and Cuts; and Sleeves,of iundrie Colours ? 
What thou’d I faie of their Gallizafcozs, to beare 
out their Bums, and make their Attire to fit plum 
vound, asthey term it—What fhou’d I {peake of 
their Fardizgals, and diverily colour’d Nether. 
ftocks, of Silk, Jerdelie, and fuch like? Where- 
by their Bodies are rather deformed, than recom- 
mended——=(nfomuch that I have met wich fome 
of thele Trulis, in Londov, fo cifoul ed, that it 
hath pafled my Skill to dilcerne, whether they 
were Men, or Women! 
“ Tus, itis, now, come to: at Women 
are become Afez, and Men are transformed into 
Monfters ! and thofe FOOU Giits ) ch Alnuohry 
God hath given unto us to teleeve our Neceflities 
withall, mitufed, by a Nation turning alrogethe 
the Grace of God into Wantonneis, as if we wit 
not, otherwife, how to confume and watt ir. 
* Certes, the Common-wealth cannot be fiid 
to flourifh, where thefe Abufes reign, bur is rather 
oppreffed, by unreafonable Exactions made upon 
Farmers, and poor Tenants, wherewith to main- 
taine the fame.—Neither was it ever merrier with 
Exgland, than when an Exgzilijbmax was known 
abroad, by his own. Cloth, and centented himfelf, 
at home, with his fine Carfie Hofez, and a meane 
Slop: his Coat, Gowne, and Cloak, of brown, 
blue, or puke, with fome prettie Furniture of 
Velvet, or Furre: and a Doublet of fad, tawnie, 
or black, Velvet, or other comelie Silk : without 
fuch Cuts, and gawrith Colours, as are worne in 
thefe Daies, and never broughtin, but by Confent 
of the Frexch; who thinke themfelves the gaieft 
Men, when they have moft Diverfitie of Jags 
oe 379 
and Change of Colours about them. 


“ CERTEs, of all Eftates, our Merchants do leatt 
alter their Attire, and therefore are moit to be 
commended: for, albeit That which they weare 
be verie fine and coftlie, yet, in Form and Colour, 
it reprefenteth a great Piece of the ancient Gravitic 
appertaining to Citizens, and Burgeffes. « Albeir 
the younger fort of their Wives (mind Thar, dear 
Pappa !) both in Attire, and coftlie Houlekeeping, 
cannot tell when and how to make an End: as 
being Women, indeed, in whome all kind of Cu- 
riofitie isto be found, and feen ; and in farr greater 
Mieafure than in Women of higher Calling. 


“ ImiGcHT, here, ramea fort of Colours, devifed 
for the Nonce, wherewith to pleafe fantafticall 
Heads:——-as Goofe-turd Green, Peafe-porridge 
tawny, Popin-jai blue—luftie Gallant---The Devil 
in the Hedge, (I thou’d have faid, in the Head.) 
and other fuch like.---But [ pats them all over: 
thinking it fufhcient to have written thus much 
of Afparell, in general, when nothing can par- 
ticularly be {poken; or any Conftancy remarked 
therein.” 





Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-xoffer Rox 
taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had. 


Where Letters to the AUTHOR are 
| Price Two-Pence. | 











is 


7 
-— a poder 5 
=— ee? 4 ra? 7 
eae 7 nnd — aa 4 


< 


cal 
<4 
aoan® 


cc 


